Be Merciful

by Vic Zarley

Deuteronomy 14:7 If thereisa poor man
among your brothersin any of the towns of the
land that the LORD your God is giving you, do
not be hardhearted or tightfisted toward your
poor brother. 8 Rather be openhanded and
freely lend him whatever he needs. 9 Be
careful not to harbor thiswicked thought:

" The seventh year, the year for canceling
debts, isnear," so that you do not show ill will
toward your needy brother and give him
nothing. He may then appeal to the LORD
against you, and you will be found guilty of
sin. 10 Give generously to him and do so
without a grudging heart; then because of this
the LORD your God will blessyou in all your
work and in everything you put your hand to.
11 There will always be poor peoplein the
land. Therefore | command you to be
openhanded toward your brothers and toward
the poor and needy in your land. (N1V)

Jesus expanded on these thoughts in Deuteronorngjling us in
Luke 6:30-36 that we should be willing to give, terd, to those in
need. Here is what He said:

Luk 6:30 Give to everyone who asks of you,
and from him who takes away your goods, do
not ask them again.

Luk 6:31 And as you desire that men should
do to you, you do also to them likewise.

Luk 6:32 For if you love those who love you,
what thanks do you have? For sinners also
love those who love them.

Luk 6:33 And if you do good to those who do
good to you, what thanks do you have? For
sinners also do the same.

Luk 6:34 And if you lend to those of whom
you hope to receive, what thanks do you have?
For sinnersalso lend to sinners, to receive as
much again.

Luk 6:35 But love your enemies, and do good,
and lend, hoping for nothingin return. And
your reward shall be great, and you shall be
the sons of the Highest. For Heiskind to the
unthankful and to the evil.

Luk 6:36 Therefore be merciful, even as your
Father ismerciful. (MKJV)

We are to pattern ourselves after our God, Almighégus, here, is
describing God as merciful. We are to be mercifbkt is, we are to
always be alert to opportunities to give mercyfoogiveness, or
opportunities to overlook debt of any kind. Whyokaarefully at
Matthew 7:2 which proclaims that God will do towisat we are
doing to others. If we choose to withhold mercyreyewill be
withheld from us.

If we choose to give someone our stuff, rather gelhit or lend it,
we are reflecting the attitude of our Father, wheeg us everything
we need. The Father's attitude has within it aesysiesigned to
correct His children from only thinking of themse$s This, in and of
itself, is fantastic. Our great and mighty God deed a system that
automatically returns to us exactly what we givetteers. It is
automatic. It works by itself. It constantly keepeck of our hearts'
attitudes and reflects those attitudes back t®oss God have this
system in place to anger us? To confuse us? Tecau® be
resentful? No, He has it in place so that we, wisiré to become
more like the Father, can see our faults in thearsrpresented to us
by God through others. Incredible to think abosntiit? What do we
do then, when we notice others are treating usvoksetly? If our
response is merciful and there is no bitternessetk@alodes in our
hearts, then we don't need to do anything. We onigtkeep on
loving, as we are. But, if we find that we are |t merciful, and
our hearts our burdened and oppressed by whatexexaeriencing
in the other person, then we have found a sin wat tmeiwilling to
sacrifice before the Lord. We must prostrate ouesebefore the
Lord. Humbly we must go to the Lord, and ask Hinneleve this
burden we have seen in ourselves, which, by owctibe
observation of our response to someone else, lessrbeealed to us.

In order to have a healing perspective, it is beshink that God
doesn't focus on correcting others. We are onlkimgrwith our
personal God, the Holy Spirit, indwelling us. If feeus on others,
we are assuming we know as much as, or more thathdGes. We



cannot see that God is working with each of Hisdeln,

individually and He knows exactly how far eachlaémn has come
over the years. He will not prod us to move anyefiathan we can.
He knows how hard it is to change and become nile@eHim. This

is why sometimes He shows mercy even when the ptreon hasn't
shown any. He does not want to drive anyone intose mental
health crisis, He wants to drive them all into lyemore and more
like Him. His pacing is perfect.

Our fallen nature wants others to get their aceétiogr and be
merciful like God NOW! But Matthew 7:2 says if wagh others,
others will push us. It is not pragmatic to be Amg less than what
our Heavenly Father is: perfect. Therefore, we nalgt a serious
look at how we respond to others' inconsiderateriegss with a
compassionate heart, then we know we are on thetragk. If it is
with bitterness, then we must go quietly to ourspeal place of
prayer, away from any disturbance, and humble tresend pray
for the one who is causing us to feel bitter. Thisot done publicly.
It is done privately. This is a conscious act. Tdoes against the
grain of our worldly training. We are not interesia worldly
training techniques right now. We are interestedgnoming more
like the Father.

Giving is not limited to money or even things. Gigican involve
utilizing our talents and time for others. In fattyve had a mindset
of, not what can we sell, but what can we give ypdéat would the
world be like? Would people take advantage of @iffely did, and it
did not cause bitterness in our hearts, then wérsgeBut if it
caused bitterness to sprout like a weed in oursstivén we must
look carefully at how we are treating others araseetaking
advantage of them. Remember, it is the attitudmiofesponse that
determines if infestation is residing deeply in bearts. We must
pray for others with all our hearts, if bitternesgesentfulness is a
product of our relationship with them. Trust thatd3will adjust the
situation. He will, when it is handled with prayserd with
humbleness of our spirit. God will never forsakes not forsake
Him by treating His children and potential childieranyway less
than with the perfect love of Christ.

If you haven't taken the Lord, Jesus Christ, as $avior, perhaps
now is the best time to do this.
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Lord, deliver me from the tendency to judge
others and expect so much from them. | want
to be merciful with others even asthey lead me
through the fire of what might appear to be an
unfair situation. Lord, what You went through
on the cross was completely unfair but You
went through it for each of us. | want to pick
up my cross and extend forgiveness to those
who oppress me by their stubbornness, irritate
me by their thoughtlessness, and confound me
with their lack of spiritual wisdom. | accept
You, Lord, as my Savior and | want you to
come into my heart and reside in me forever.
Amen.
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The Final Harvest Ministries seeks to prepare the Church of our
Lord Jesus Christ for what we believe will be restland greatest
hour on this earth. At Final Harvest, we believe Bride of Christ
needs to be unified and purified, cleansed of alldliness,
selfishness, division, and a host of other illschafflict and hinder
her, especially in the west, so that the final barwf souls can take
place before the soon return of our Lord. To timd,ave post the
website:www.TheFinalHar vest.org to encourage those of the
Christian faith-to-be-sure theirlamps-are filleithvwil and pray that
God will prepare their hearts, minds and soulgHertrials and
tribulations that must come to make us ready. Tierch in the east
and other persecuted areas of the globe is alngatkyng in this fire,
and we believe the western Church will also walkhis, in the very
near future.

If this Pass-Around-Page has blessed you, pledte we through our
website above. Also, we invite you to read othessParound-Pages
on our site. Furthermore, feel free to print as ynaopies as you like
of any of our Pass-Around-Pages and circulate tleeramail them to
others. It is our hope to be able to distribute 'Sotessages to the
body of Christ at minimal expense. That way, thedfiof the Church
can be better utilized, leaving more to help wita heeds of
individuals who are serving the Lord, as well as ploor and needy.
This is how we believe the Church should operate.

Thank you, and God bless you.
Vic and Eva Zarley
www.TheFinalHarvest.org

\%

Sowing For The
Final Harvest
Through Music and

Messaqe




